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PREFATORY NOTE. 



This volume contains a selection from the proceed- 
ings of the Massachusetts Historical Society^ be- 
ginning with the annual meeting in April, 1875, and 
ending with the monthly meeting in May, 1876. By 
a vote of the Society, no meetings were held for the 
months of July and August, 1875. 

Engraved portraits on steel of two deceased mem- 
bers illustrate the volume : that of Charles Sprague, at 
page 39 ; and that of Joel Parker, at page 172. They 
were generously furnished by the families of the de- 
ceased. Two early views oi Charlestown, from plates 
kindly lent by Mr. Frothingham, are given at pages 53 
and 55; and on page 65 is a wood-cut of the first 
monument erected on Breed's Hill, in 1794, by King 
Solomon's Lodge, to mark the spot where Warren fell. 
An engraved book-plate, for the purchases from the 
Savage Fund, containing an excellent portrait of Mr. 
Savage, is placed at page 153. Next follows, at page 
159, a heliotype, struck off in London, of the portrait 
(copy) of Washington, by Charles Wilson Peale ; the 
original, now in possession of Lord Albemarle, at Quid- 



VI PREFATORY NOTE. 

enham Park, having been recently copied for the 
Society. A facsimile of an invitation addressed to 
Major General Fitz-John Winthrop, to attend the fune- 
ral of Sir William Phips, in London, 16 Feb., 1694-5, 
is at page 216. A wood-cut of the Old Elm on Boston 
Common, struck from the block prepared for Dr. J. C. 
Warren's History of "The Great Tree," &c., Boston, 
1855, is given on page 299. A section of an indenture 
between David Thomson and others, the full text of 
which is printed on pages 382-385, is placed as a 
frontispiece to the volume. The original of this inter- 
esting document has been presented to the Society by 
the President, Mr. Winthrop. 

CHARLES DEANE, 

For the Committee of Publication. 
Boston, Oct. 1, 1876. 
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